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The African Centre for Migration & Society at Wits

An internationally engaged; Africa-oriented; and African-based
research and teaching centre dedicated to shaping academic and
policy debates on migration, development and social
transformation

Graduate degree programme with students
from across Africa, North America, and Europe;

Research in 12 African countries on issues
related to migration, human rights,
development, governance, and social change;

Partnerships on 4 continents;

Regional reference point for public and
scholarly debate and policy formation. APRICAN GEATRES
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- 11. Migration and sex work in Johannesburg
= — An overview of “hidden spaces” (vearey, 2010)
‘ — Marginalisation

Mixed methods
by — Research exploring impact of the 2010 World Cup on supply, demand
and experiences of urban sex workers

— Participatory photography project exploring lived experiences of
migrant sex workers in Johannesburg

3. Lived experiences of sex workers in Johannesburg

Ty — _Safety; violence; criminalisation; voice; invisibility
F.

-

4. Some conclusions and implications for urban design
— How to address safety and security for sex workers in the city?
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0.78 | Latin America & Canbbean
0.66 [ Asia —
0.48 [N Africa —

* The sizes of continents are proportional to 2000 population.



ivision of the Dept. of Economic and Social Affairs of the UN Secretariat, 2005
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Urban space, migration an
. Limited research in South Africa
« Internal migration

« Cross-border migration: regularisation, documentation, detention
& deportation

Movement in search of improved livelihood opportunities

Our research (2010) found that
« 43,4% (n=971) were found to be cross-border migrants
« 56,1% (n=1257) were internal migrants. J
 Only 11 sex workers or (0.5%) worked in the same province ~

than they were born
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Sex work as work
Criminalisation perpetuates
structural and direct violence
Criminalisation has severe public
health consequences .

£ .' s

gﬁ

Recommendatlons fﬁ :
- Urban design
. Address ‘causes of causes’

- Practitioners, policy makers,

-researchers, sex workers and
e Claln

" 'sex worker advocacy groups

HAMNTI




BANa. from Working the Cify. 2010 Cimi. from Working fhe Clty. 2010

Working the City:
Experiences of Migrant VWomen in Inner-city Johannesburg

—
date: 06 October 2010

place: Photo Workshop Gallery
time: 18h00

This exhibition is the result of a parficipatory photography project with
migrant women involved in sex work in inner-city Johannesburg in
Auwgust 2010, as part of the Health and Migration Research Initiative of
the Forced Migrafion Studies Programme at Wits in

collaboration with the Market Photo Workshop,

L

2. Mixed methods

“Maybe it will be better ofce
this World Cup has passe

00 0
o0 o

because everyone counts

Research findings regarding the impact of the 2010 Soccer
Werld CupanSex Work in South Africa

==

54
eaat Sisonke




A. Impact of the 2010  “maybe it will be better oice
Soccer World Cup on this World Cup has passe
Sex Work in South

World EuponSex Wk in South Africa

Africa

Consortium of researchers from Wits
University (South Africa), Ghent
university (Belgium), the Sex Worker
Education & Advocacy Taskforce
(SWEAT) and Sisonke Sex Worker
Movement (South Africa)

Aims: To gather information on sex
. ) t.o @
worker mobility, access to services,
frequency of health care visits, . . ®
interactions with healthcare because everyone counts

providers and interaction with

police. Available: http://www.sweat.org.za/




Research frdings regarding the impact of the 2010 Soccer
World Cupon Sex Work in South Africa

. 3 cities and 4 research

- Cape Town Longitudinal component:
. Johannesburg follow 60 sex workers for 4
: months

o Hillorow

- Sandton (added in Phase Il - Focus group discussions
and Il1) (FGDs) and daily diary

al:

00 sex workers per
se per research site

- Rustenburg

. 3 phases:
« Pre-World Cup

. Data gathered:
» Durin

2 260 surveys
14

. Sex workers and peer,.
fieldworker




B Vlsuallsmg the C|ty

f' ved experlences of hldden urban populatlohs

—-1-“___

e £ LR SN (T R
. De5|gn|ng cntles that respond to the needs of diverse
urban populations.

.t‘_,“’

E « Absence of the voices of marginalised, hidden, urban
H populations:
— Sex workers; non-nationals; residents of informal housing

& o “Participation”

— Research, planning, governance
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3. Lived
SLaEE experiences
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| share my flat with ten people so-
/ | put my food in my bedroom
because it is safe.

-

© Shorty, 2010




High Point building reminds me of a client who
wanted to kill me because he was high on drugs.
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These are ARVs that | take to improve my CD4 count as
well as lowering the viral load that weaken the immune
system. |I've been taking ARVs for six months now and
there has been great improvement in my health.

© lketleng, 2010




Memories: This is
a place, which
brings alot of bad
memories to me.
| was passing by
this place near
Faraday and
client
approached me
and | decided to
go with him. He
later he tried to
robe me on the
corner just after
a five minutes
walk. Two street
boys helped me
by beating the

guy.

© Thembile, 2010




Before | was
raped in 1998,
the guy beat
me up. | chose
to recreate the
scene in this
picture as a
way of trying to
highlight the
abuses that sex
workers go
through as
they work to
fend for
themselves
and provide for
their families.

© lketleng, 2010




Police Contact

25% (n=491)of all respondents had a negative
experience with the police in the preceding month

1.2% (n=29) of all respondents had a positive experience

Negative experiences

9% (n=170) of respondents had been arrested in the
month preceding the survey

5% (n=91)were sexually or physically assaulted by the
police in the month preceding the survey

2.4% (n=47) were given a warning or threatened by a
member of the police force.




“The police officers took my money, they put me in [the
police car] and drove around with me, on the way they
threw me out of the moving car, my leg got injured and |
went to the hospital [....]

| was afraid to open a case because our job is not legal, up
till now | still have problems with my legs”

Female sex worker, Johannesburg




3. Some conclusions and
implications for urban design
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http://workingthecity.wordpress.com/
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