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abstract
Johannesburg’s efforts to “remake itself” are double edged: on the one hand it results in a
“vibrating cultural atmosphere”, but it “leaves open the question of the equitable
involvement of all the social constituents”. In this paper I want to explore the
representation of one of these “urban regeneration projects”, Maboneng, in a recent
Afrikaans film, Ballade vir ’n enkeling (2015) (“Ballad for a loner”) (hereafter BvE).
In my paper I will argue that the film presents an idealized version of Maboneng as a
realistic representation of the city as a whole. I will interrogate the film’s (implied) claims to
realism and ask what the significance of this fantasy version of Johannesburg is. To
answer this I will give background information, a plot outline and a discussion of the film’s
critical reception. I will also discuss the representation of space(s) in the movie and the
academic writing on Maboneng and gentrification in Johannesburg. Lastly I will relate this
to the depiction of Maboneng in the film, and provide an analysis of the implications
thereof for questions of (spatial and symbolic) centrality and Afrikaner identity.

