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abstract
At the intersection of critical urban theory (Lefebvre 1947, 1991 and 1992)
and critical mobility studies (Södeström et al. 2013), this work investigates
the link between trans-local geographies and spatial practices of mukheristas
-Mozambican informal cross-border traders commuting between
Johannesburg and Maputo. These practices take place in (in)visible
interstitial spaces and along routes to and within the city, where mukheristas
connect heterogeneous spaces and networks, shaping a territory of “inbetweenness” (Kihato 2013). Movement becomes a strategy for urban
survival, as well as a “transactional” way of finding and carving out space in
the everyday life of the city (Lefebvre, 1992). Space reflects a complex spatial
agency, and in so being it is instrumentally approached and built through the
liminal tension between socio-economic networks and the self (Awan et al.
2011).
These complex systems of “transactional relationships” structure a process
of assemblage (McFarlane 2011; Farías and Bender 2012) across a range of
singular capacities and needs, which forms the infrastructure of a platform
providing for and reproducing life in African cities (Simone 2004). The
meanings behind these transactional spaces that the paper tries to unfold
reveal complex socio-spatial agencies, often ignored and/or underestimated
as one of the spatial processes pertaining to the construction of the “urban”.

